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the European Union. While the
council does not hold legally
binding authority, it facilitates
cooperation on scientific work and
initiatives to protect the
environment. For instance, its
Agreement on Enhancing
International Arctic Scientific
Cooperation of 2017 clearly
demonstrates how nations can
work together in improving
climate-related impacts in that
region. However, critics argue that
the Council’s lack of enforcement
power undermines its
effectiveness.

The Paris Agreement, on the other
hand, provides a sturdier structure.
It mandates all countries to make
Nationally Determined
Contributions towards carbon
emissions reduction, hence
compelling all Arctic countries to
act accordingly, but this difference
does exist between climate
promises and economic
aspirations. As such, while Russia
develops its oil and gas projects
and the USA also did when it
previously had explorations for
Alaska's oil, it pits between
development and preservation. A
2021 study in 'Nature' warns that
Arctic permafrost thaw alone could
release 140 gigatons of carbon by
2100, making it essential for Arctic 
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Taiwan’s Legislative Yuan on
Friday approved a landmark bill
to strengthen protections for
whistleblowers, according to local
media. The bill represents a
significant move in the country’s
fight against corruption and
illegal activities. For more
information, see here.

The European Commission and
EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs condemned the
deliberate destruction of
electricity and data cables in the
Baltic Sea, in a joint statement
issued on Friday. For more
information, see here.

Syria’s new revolutionary
authorities on Thursday
announced the arrest of
Mohammed Kanjo Hassan, a
high-ranking military official
accused of ordering mass
executions at the notorious
Sednaya prison during the
regime of ousted leader Bashar
al-Assad. For more information,
see here.

The Arctic: A Frozen Frontline of
Global Collaboration on Climate
Change
- Zahra Farooqi (III B.A.LL.B)

The Arctic, one of the most
untainted and delicate ecosystems
on Earth, is warming at over twice
the global average rate. This
alarming phenomenon not only
threatens Arctic biodiversity and
Indigenous communities but also
impacts the entire planet by
causing rising sea levels and
altering weather patterns. As a key
regulator of the Earth’s climate, the
Arctic plays a vital role in reflecting
solar energy and moderating global
temperatures through its ice cover
and ocean currents. The Arctic is a
compelling case study of how
global frameworks, such as the
Paris Agreement and the United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), are
shaping climate action across
borders. International Cooperation
is needed to address this crisis. 

Central to Arctic governance is the
Arctic Council-an
intergovernmental forum which
brings together the Arctic states
(Canada, Russia, Norway, among
others), indigenous organizations,
and observers such as China and 
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https://www.arctic.gov/agreement-on-enhancing-international-arctic-scientific-cooperation/
https://www.arctic.gov/uploads/assets/Agreement-on-Enhancing-International-Arctic-Scientific-Cooperation.pdf
https://www.arctic.gov/goals-and-objectives/
https://hir.harvard.edu/the-arctic-circle/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs
https://unfccc.int/news/arctic-council-contribution-to-the-impact-of-the-paris-agreement
https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/mapping-russia-arctic-hydrocarbon-development-scheme/
https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/pollution-arctic-oil-gas-extraction-continental-shelf-major-contributor/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01313-4
https://nsidc.org/learn/parts-cryosphere/frozen-ground-permafrost#:~:text=Permafrost%20is%20ground%20that%20is,Antarctic%20and%20in%20high%20mountains
https://www.rti.org.tw/news/view/id/2232925
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/joint-statement-european-commission-and-high-representative-investigation-damaged-electricity-and_en
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20241227-syria-key-military-official-responsible-for-mass-executions-in-sednaya-prison-arrested/
https://www.amap.no/documents/download/6759/inline
https://unfccc.int/cop29
https://thebulletin.org/2019/04/how-to-save-the-arctics-moderating-role-on-global-warming/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf
https://arctic-council.org/
https://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/
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News at a Glance

UN Secretary-General António
Guterres on Thursday condemned
the recent escalation of violence
between Yemen and Israel, which
resulted in the deaths of at least
three people and injured dozens.
For more information, see here.

China imposed sanctions on
seven US military firms and their
executives on Friday following a
recent US arms sale to Taiwan. For
more information, see here.

The United Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) on Thursday
urged Israel to promptly withdraw
from southern Lebanon, citing
violations of a November 27
ceasefire agreement with the
Iranian-backed Lebanese armed
group Hezbollah. For more
information, see here.

A Cambodian court on Thursday
sentenced opposition party leader
Sun Chanthy to two years in
prison for inciting social unrest,
according to local media. For
more information, see here.

nations to intensify their mitigation
efforts. Indigenous Peoples, such
as the Inuit and Sami, bring a
poignant human element to this
issue. For thousands of years, they
have lived in harmony with Arctic
ecosystems, but today, they are
among the most vulnerable to its
rapid transformation. The UNFCCC
recognizes the significance of
indigenous participation and,
through platforms such as the
Local Communities and
Indigenous Peoples Platform
(LCIPP), ensures their voices are
heard.

The consequence of World War I
left the world in disarray,
particularly Europe, where war
Binding Agreements enforcing
more stringent carbon reduction
targets for the Arctic nations
whose activities affect the
ecosystems of the region should be
adopted by the international
community to address Arctic
climate change effectively.
Furthermore, increasing funding
for Arctic research is necessary to
better understand the dynamics of
the climate of the region and
support innovative mitigation
strategies. This will also include
collaborative initiatives like
creating an international Arctic
preservation fund or setting 

 

enforceable limits on resource
extraction activities. All these will
contribute to safeguarding the
region. By focusing on such
measures, the global community
will be able to enhance its
commitment to protecting the
Arctic and its far-reaching impacts
on the planet.

It is a stark reality: Arctic tragedy, a
global warning; that the melting
ice not just signals a local
misfortune but a global disaster. To
protect the Arctic means renewing
international effort, now more than
ever, in harmonizing science and
indigenous knowledge and
strengthening an enforceable legal
framework, increasing funding for
Arctic research, and enforcing
stricter carbon reduction targets.
The world needs to do something,
not just for the polar bears and the
permafrost but also for the planet
we call home.

Increasing Shipping Traffic in the
Northern Sea Region and Suez
Canal
- Jeet Agarwal (III B.A.LL.B) and
Aniket Thakur (III B.A.LL.B)

The Polar Code, which was
introduced by the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) in
2017, provides guidelines for ships 
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https://x.com/UN_News_Centre/status/1872428159477620874
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xw/wjbxw/202412/t20241227_11520448.html
https://t.me/UNIFIL_Lebanon/343
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501614807/ex-npp-president-jailed-for-2-years/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Arctic/The-people
https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/vulnerability-arctic-context-climate-change-uncertainty/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/climate-change.html
https://lcipp.unfccc.int/homepage
https://arcticportal.org/arctic-governance/international-agreements
https://new.nsf.gov/geo/opp/arc
https://arctic-council.org/explore/work/cooperation/
https://www.wsj.com/video/series/in-depth-features/exclusive-inside-the-radical-plan-to-save-the-arctic-by-refreezing-it/F15E8D65-7C79-4F12-A122-3D75F6BD8386
https://www.wsj.com/video/series/in-depth-features/exclusive-inside-the-radical-plan-to-save-the-arctic-by-refreezing-it/F15E8D65-7C79-4F12-A122-3D75F6BD8386
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/science/article/arctic-wilderness-svalbard-how-changing-dwxxgqbz8#:~:text=The%20landscape%20is%20steadily%20being,must%20leave%20to%20give%20birth
https://arctic-council.org/explore/work/cooperation/
https://journals.plos.org/climate/article?id=10.1371/journal.pclm.0000495
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/no-21-arctic-council-and-crucial-partnership-between-indigenous-peoples-and-states-arctic#:~:text=Establishment%20of%20the%20Arctic%20Council&text=The%20idea%20was%20to%20bring,States
https://www.imo.org/en/ourwork/safety/pages/polar-code.aspx
https://www.imo.org/#:~:text=IMO%20%E2%80%93%20the%20International%20Maritime%20Organization
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Sea Region (NSR) has become a
lifeline between Europe and Asia.
NSR is emerging as the most viable
alternative, both cost efficient and
shorter. The increase is triggered
mainly by climate change and
monetary advantages. This
unprecedented change raises
questions on three accounts:
sustainability, legitimacy, and
competition. The Suez Canal is still
an internationally regulated
waterway under the Convention of
Constantinople in 1888, and every
year it handles almost 12 % of the
global trade. The Northern Sea
Route (NSR) is now accessible
because of the melting of Arctic
ice, cutting down the distance in
maritime travel between Europe
and East Asia to only 12,800 km,
reducing distance by almost 40%,
thereby reducing costs.
Additionally, the competition
between the Northern Sea Route
(NSR) and Suez Canal offers
shipping companies cost savings.

The Northern Sea Route presents
both opportunities and serious
environmental and regulatory
issues. The increased traffic in polar
routes is a serious environmental
concern because the Arctic is a
delicate ecosystem and oil spills,
noise pollution, etc. can disrupt the
ecological balance of the Arctic. 

operating in polar waters with
proper safety and protection of the
marine environment. This applies
to all sizes and types of ships,
including commercial shipping,
tourism, and resource exploration.
It orders that ships should be able
to withstand extreme weather
conditions, have necessary
equipment for safe ice-navigation
including ice-strengthened
hulls,navigating aids and ice
charts, and adequate work
training. Additionally, it requires
ships to carry necessary survival
equipment and navigation aids to
help crews avoid hazardous areas.
It establishes comprehensive
environmental protection
measures for ships navigating the
fragile polar regions. It prioritizes
pollution prevention by imposing
stringent limits on the discharge of
pollutants into the sea, requiring
effective waste management
practices, and encouraging the
adoption of environmentally
sustainable technologies. The Code
also includes provisions to prevent
oil spills and manage ballast water
responsibly, ensuring that the
frigid Polar regions are preserved
for future generations. 

The Arctic ice retreat has
drastically changed the global
shipping routes, and the Northern 

News at a Glance

South Korea’s National Assembly
voted on Friday to impeach acting
President Han Duck-soo,
intensifying the political turmoil
that has gripped the country
since the impeachment of his
predecessor, President Yoon Suk
Yeol. For more information, see
here.

The Taipei District Prosecutors
Office (TDPO) on Thursday
charged Ko Wen-je, the former
mayor of Taipei and leader of the
Taiwan People’s Party (TPP), for
bribery and other corruption
offenses in connection with a real
estate development project
known as the Core Pacific City. For
more information, see here.

A Russian court sentenced a
Dutch citizen, Harry Johannes van
Wurden, on Wednesday to three
years in prison for assaulting a
police officer. The ruling was
issued after van Wurden was
found guilty of punching a police
officer during an incident in
central Moscow in October. For
more information, see here.
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https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/countries-regions/transnational-regions/north-sea#:~:text=North%20Sea%20Region%20(NSR)
https://www.amap.no/documents/doc/effects-on-global-shipping-and-trade-the-northwest-passage-and-the-northern-sea-route/938
https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/future-northern-sea-route-golden-waterway-niche/#:~:text=coasts.%20But%20now%2C-,climate%20change,-is%20causing%20the
https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/future-northern-sea-route-golden-waterway-niche/#:~:text=coasts.%20But%20now%2C-,climate%20change,-is%20causing%20the
https://www.suezcanal.gov.eg/English/About/CanalTreatiesAndDecrees/Pages/ConstantinopleConvention.aspx#:~:text=Convention%20between%20Great%20Britain%2C%20Germany%2C%20Austria%2DHungary%2C%20Spain%2C%20France%2C%20Italy%2C%20The%20Netherlands%2C%20Russia%20and%20turkey%2C%20respecting%20the%20free%20navigation%20of%20the%20Suez%20maritime%20canal%20signed%20at%20Constantinople%2C%20October%2029%2C%201888.
https://www.suezcanal.gov.eg/English/About/CanalTreatiesAndDecrees/Pages/ConstantinopleConvention.aspx#:~:text=Convention%20between%20Great%20Britain%2C%20Germany%2C%20Austria%2DHungary%2C%20Spain%2C%20France%2C%20Italy%2C%20The%20Netherlands%2C%20Russia%20and%20turkey%2C%20respecting%20the%20free%20navigation%20of%20the%20Suez%20maritime%20canal%20signed%20at%20Constantinople%2C%20October%2029%2C%201888.
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/mfat-market-reports/the-importance-of-the-suez-canal-to-global-trade-18-april-2021#:~:text=Approximately%2012%25%20of%20global%20trade%20and%2030%25%20of%20global%20container%20traffic%20traverse%20the%20Suez%2C%20transporting%20over%20USD%20%241%20trillion%20worth%20of%20goods%20per%20annum.
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/publications/the-northern-sea-route-a-state-priority-in-russias-strategy-of-delivering-arctic-hydrocarbons-to-global-markets/#:~:text=Northern%20Sea%20Route%20(NSR)
https://arctic.review/future/northern-sea-route/#:~:text=Firstly%2C%20at%2012%2C800%20kilometres%2C%20the%20distance%20from%20Northern%20Europe%20to%20China%20is%20approximately%2040%20percent%20shorter%20via%20the%20Northern%20Sea%20Route%20than%20it%20is%20across%20the%20Suez%20Canal
https://arctic.review/future/northern-sea-route/#:~:text=Firstly%2C%20at%2012%2C800%20kilometres%2C%20the%20distance%20from%20Northern%20Europe%20to%20China%20is%20approximately%2040%20percent%20shorter%20via%20the%20Northern%20Sea%20Route%20than%20it%20is%20across%20the%20Suez%20Canal
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Cost-benefit-comparison-between-the-Northern-Sea-Route-and-Suez-Canal-Route_tbl1_323948532
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Cost-benefit-comparison-between-the-Northern-Sea-Route-and-Suez-Canal-Route_tbl1_323948532
https://arctic-council.org/news/increase-in-arctic-shipping/#:~:text=Comparing%202013%20to%202023%2C%20the%20distance%20sailed%20by%20ships%20in%20the%20Arctic%20Polar%20Code%20Area%20increased%20111%25%2C%20from%206.1%20million%20to%2012.9%20million%20nautical%20miles.
https://arctic-council.org/news/increase-in-arctic-shipping/#:~:text=Comparing%202013%20to%202023%2C%20the%20distance%20sailed%20by%20ships%20in%20the%20Arctic%20Polar%20Code%20Area%20increased%20111%25%2C%20from%206.1%20million%20to%2012.9%20million%20nautical%20miles.
https://www.maritimeskillsacademy.com/what-are-the-requirements-of-the-polar-code/#:~:text=in%20pollution%20control.-,Safety%20Measures,-Polar%20waters%20are
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-images/sea-ice-retreats-more-ship-traffic-entering-arctic-high-seas#:~:text=As%20sea%20ice%20retreats%2C%20more%20ship%20traffic%20is%20entering%20the%20Arctic%20high%20seas
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1GjcJZvXa5/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nRReBhxE7l_fqTKCLVBlnPnoh8XuvRYo/edit?pli=1
https://tass.ru/proisshestviya/22768971
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environmental protection and
responsible trade. For the Suez
Canal and polar shipping routes to
coexist harmoniously, it is essential
to ensure that progress aligns with
the principles of preservation and
sustainability.

The Evolution and Effectiveness of
Article I's Demilitarization
Provisions: Navigating Modern
Challenges in Antarctic Peace
- Aradhya Mishra (II B.A.LL.B) 

The Antarctic Treaty System’s (ATS)
demilitarisation objective
expressed in Article I can arguably
be called one of international law’s
greatest success stories, making it
possible to transform Antarctica
from a potential Cold War
battlefield into a continent devoted
to peaceful scientific pursuits. Yet,
the advent of dual use
technologies which serve both
civilian and military purposes, such
as satellite systems, remote
sensing equipment, and
unmanned aerial vehicles, has
made it more difficult to maintain
this status quo of a demilitarised
area. These technologies blur the
line between scientific research
and potential military capabilities,
as equipment installed for
legitimate scientific purposes
could theoretically be repurposed 
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Shipping companies are
promoting polar routes due to
economic benefits such as fuel
savings and time saved for ships.
However, there are operational
challenges like requirement of ice-
class ships, icebreaker support, and
specific crew training.
The rise in shipping traffic through
the Northern Sea Region (NSR) and
the Suez Canal reflects a balancing
act between opportunity and
responsibility. The NSR, with its
shorter routes and cost savings,
has the potential to reshape global
trade, but it also puts the fragile
Arctic ecosystem at significant risk.
Preserving its inherent worth while
remaining competitive is a crucial
challenge for the Suez Canal. 

The way forward calls for a
coordinated effort by governments
and businesses, collaborating to
protect the environment and
promote innovation. This can entail
using cleaner fuels and
implementing eco-friendly ships.
Striking a balance between the
economic prospects of polar
shipping and the imperative of
strict environmental regulations
calls for robust international
cooperation. Achieving sustainable
maritime development will depend
on aligning these efforts with
global commitments to 

 

News at a Glance

Morocco’s justice and Islamic
affairs ministers unveiled
significant reforms to the
country’s family law on Tuesday,
marking the first comprehensive
review of the Moroccan Family
Code in 20 years. For more
information, see here.

Iran’s government announced on
Tuesday that it had lifted a two-
year ban on WhatsApp and the
Google Play Store, marking a
significant shift in the country’s
internet restrictions. For more
information, see here.

Several UN special rapporteurs on
Monday expressed concern over
systematic targeting of Baha’i-
religion women in Iran. The UN
experts observed that Baha’i
women have been facing arrests,
summoning for interrogation,
enforced disappearance, raids on
their homes, and confiscation of
their personal belongings. For
more information, see here.
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https://www.ats.aq/index_e.html
https://www.ats.aq/e/antarctictreaty.html
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aussenpolitik/themen/60-years-antarctic-treaty-2283208#:~:text=In%20December%201959%2C%20the%20signatory,peaceful%20purposes%20and%20scientific%20investigation.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nrj/vol31/iss4/7/
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nrj/vol31/iss4/7/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/361506179_Impact_of_security_dilemma_on_Antarctic_militarization
https://transportgeography.org/contents/chapter1/transportation-and-space/polar-shipping-routes/
https://poseidonexpeditions.com/about/articles/ship-to-north-pole/
https://poseidonexpeditions.com/about/articles/ship-to-north-pole/
https://polarconnection.org/icebreakers/#:~:text=Icebreakers%20also%20provide,many%20other%20fields.
https://www.maritimeskillsacademy.com/what-is-polar-code-training/#:~:text=Polar%20Code%20training%20is%20a%20specialised%20form%20of%20training%20required%20of%20all%20seafarers%20operating%20ships%20in%20polar%20waters.%20Crew%20members%20are%20equipped%20with%20the%20knowledge%20and%20skills%20to%20safely%20navigate%20the%20challenging%2C%20hazardous%20conditions%20found%20in%20Arctic%20and%20Antarctic%20environments.
https://www.facebook.com/MoroccoWorldNews/videos/the-government-held-a-communication-meeting-in-rabat-on-tuesday-to-present-the-m/597156039477313/
https://en.irna.ir/news/85699706/Iran-unblocks-WhatsApp-Google-Play
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/iran-experts-alarmed-systematic-targeting-bahai-women
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for global peace and security. For
example, China's satellite systems,
ostensibly launched for
environmental monitoring, have
sparked apprehension regarding
their potential use in surveillance
and military communication.
Similarly, Russia's unmanned aerial
vehicles, originally designed for
polar research, have been noted for
their adaptability to
reconnaissance missions. These
instances illustrate the urgent
need for international mechanisms
to monitor and regulate the
deployment of dual-use
technologies to maintain
Antarctica's demilitarized status.
The surge in great power rivalry
has increased the complexity of
putting Article I into practice. The
more nations extend their reach
into Antarctica, the harder it is to
separate science from strategy.
While both China and Russia argue
that their national installations are
consistent with treaty obligations,
China’s building of several more
research stations and Russia’s
increasing activity in Antarctica has
raised concerns about the dual
nature of these facilities.
Adjustment of verification
processes under the ATS, through
defendants’ right of inspection and
information flow, are also under
mounting pressure. Conventional 
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for military objectives. Prohibition
of military activities as stated in
Article I, especially non-historically
active but scientifically useful
military assets, sound rather vinyl
given the context of 1959. Countries
that had military assets were able
to participate in the conduct of
scientific activities without
violating the rationale of the
continent. This arrangement
worked during the Cold War in
that it thwarted militarisation of
Antarctica even though there were
political tensions worldwide.
Modern times have much more
difficult challenges . Many modern
scientific tools come with their
potential military usages which
certainly adds complexities to the
understanding of ‘peaceful’ and
‘military’ uses. For instance,
satellites intended for use in
climate studies can easily be dual
or even multi-use as spy satellites.
High-tech unmanned vehicles
intended for such uses such as ice
sheet observation can also be used
for military reconnaissance
missions. Communication
equipment needed for research
station functionality can also serve
military purposes such as
command and control.
The dual-use nature of such
technologies raises significant
concerns about their implications 

News at a Glance

The UN Integrated Office in Haiti
(BINUH) and the Office of the UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) on Monday
issued an investigation report on a
massacre carried out by the
Wharf Jérémie criminal gang in
Port-au-Prince between
December 6 and 11. They noted at
least 207 people (134 men and 73
women) were executed by gang
members. For more information,
see here.

A Moscow court on Tuesday
sentenced Gene Spector, a
Russian-born US citizen, to 15
years in a high-security penal
colony on espionage charges. The
ruling adds 13 years to an existing
three-and-a-half-year sentence he
was already serving for bribery.
For more information, see here.

The UN General Assembly
adopted the new United Nations
Convention Against Cybercrime
on Tuesday, the first international
criminal justice treaty negotiated
in over two decades. For more
information, see here.
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https://www.csis.org/analysis/no-place-hide-look-chinas-geosynchronous-surveillance-capabilities
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/chinas-irresponsible-behaviour-a-threat-to-space-security
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/06/militarization-russian-polar-politics/05-antarctica-southern-ocean-and-south-pole
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/06/militarization-russian-polar-politics/05-antarctica-southern-ocean-and-south-pole
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RRA2400/RRA2465-1/RAND_RRA2465-1.pdf
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/ice-dragon-chinas-antarctic-strategy/
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2021/03/russia-in-the-arctica-critical-examination?lang=en
https://skemman.is/bitstream/1946/46364/1/Downes%20Angharad%20-%20Master%20Thesis%20-%20Inspections%20in%20the%20Antarctic%20Treaty%20System%20-%202024.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/364907953_The_Antarctic_A_Very_Short_Introduction
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/364907953_The_Antarctic_A_Very_Short_Introduction
https://www.vvn.be/wereldbeeld/challenges-antarctic-treaty-system/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-antarctic-treaty-system-is-on-thin-ice-and-its-not-all-about-climate-change/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-antarctic-treaty-system-is-on-thin-ice-and-its-not-all-about-climate-change/
https://core.ac.uk/download/228400017.pdf
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/Papers/20220616A.pdf
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/tastj/10/ists28/10_Tv_1/_pdf/-char/en
https://theconversation.com/australia-wants-to-install-military-technology-in-antarctica-heres-why-thats-allowed-122122
https://theconversation.com/australia-wants-to-install-military-technology-in-antarctica-heres-why-thats-allowed-122122
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/cold-front-antarctica-its-military-future
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/12/1158506
https://ria.ru/20241224/spektor-1990965526.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/12/1158521
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losing at a median rate of 12.2%.
This reduction in ice cover has led
to the exposure of previously
untapped resources and new
shipping routes.

Article 76 of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) entitles signatories to
extended continental shelf (ECS)
claims. Which essentially allows
them to claim ECS areas beyond
200 nautical miles if they can
demonstrate a natural
prolongation of their continental
shelf. Consequently, due to
reduction in ice cover, Arctic
nations have increasingly begun to
assert ECS claims leading to
overlapping territorial disputes.
The Arctic nations are the 8
sovereign nations which have their
territory within the arctic circle.
The 8 sovereigns are also a part of
the Arctic council which is an
intergovernmental forum
established in 1996 through the
Ottawa declaration to promote
cooperation, coordination, and
interaction among Arctic states,
Indigenous communities, and
other inhabitants. Russia was the
first Arctic nation to submit its ECS
claim to the UN Commission on
the Limits of the Continental Shelf
(CLCS) in 2001, covering the
Lomonosov and Mendeleev Ridges.
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inspection activities may not
detect advanced configuration of
dual-use technologies that can
include military equipment veiled
by civilian science instruments. The
international community is obliged
to bring in necessary changes to
such mechanisms so that they do
not undermine basic values of the
treaty. In the long term, for
attaining more effective
implementation of Article I, there
are necessary premises.
Establishing an extent to which
certain guidelines would be
subject to change in relation to
technological developments could
also be useful. The efficacy and
operationalization of the
disarmament of the Antarctic
depend on the ability of the world
community to rephrase the
implementation of the Article I of
the treaty, without deviating from
its basic objective, which is to
guarantee that this continent is
permanently free from territorial
claims and militarization.

Melting Ice, Rising Shelves:
Geopolitics of the Arctic
- Soumik Ghosh (IV B.A.LL.B)

The Arctic Zone, which is
characterized by its extensive ice
cover in the form of often
impenetrable sheets, has been 

News at a Glance

Vietnam brought into force new
internet regulations on
Wednesday mandating that social
media platforms verify user
identities and share data with
authorities. The rules, have
sparked significant criticism from
activists and human rights
organizations, who contend that
they represent a severe
infringement on freedom of
expression in the country. For
more information, see here.

Judge Nubia Vera on Monday
reinstated Ecuadorian Vice
President Verónica Abad to her
position, lifting a five-month
suspension imposed by the
Ministry of Labor for allegedly
abandoning her duties. The ruling
declared the sanction
unconstitutional, marking a
significant development in the
escalating feud between Abad
and President Daniel Noboa. For
more information, see here.

15 December2024 - 31 December 2024Vol. XX1V No. II Pages 8

https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/arctic-sea-ice/?intent=121
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
https://arctic-council.org/about/#:~:text=The%20Arctic%20Council%20was%20established,States%20signed%20the%20Ottawa%20Declaration.
https://oaarchive.arctic-council.org/items/fb29e6d2-d60c-43ca-8e46-fa7a505033e0
https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/11/issue/27/russias-claim-arctic-and-vexing-issue-ridges-unclos
https://www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/commission_purpose.htm
https://www.arcticcentre.org/EN/arcticregion
https://ptvnews.ph/sweeping-vietnam-internet-law-comes-into-force/
https://vanban.chinhphu.vn/?pageid=27160&docid=211654
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=871072801768451
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 governance challenges. The Arctic
Council, primarily focused on
environmental protection and
sustainable development, lacks a
mandate to address territorial
claims. While UNCLOS provides a
legal framework, its effectiveness is
undermined by the slow nature of
CLCS recommendations, the
geopolitical stakes involved and
the non participation of major
global powers such as the United
States. In the current scenario, the
most pressing issue is the
competing territorial ECS claims in
the region which is leading to a
legal gap of sorts. This gap has the
capacity to be exploited by
individual states as well as non-
state actors as areas beyond 200
nautical miles are considered as
high seas and are open to use for
any entity without any restrictions.
However, given the sensitive
nature of the ecosystem in the
arctic and its impact on the whole
world as a whole, activities which
can adversely impact the
environment in the region should
be regulated strictly until the
respective ECS claims are decided
by CLCS. This can be done through
the establishment of joint
exploration zones and
enforcement agreements, avoiding
contentious unilateral actions and
further requiring Environmental  
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Despite revisions in 2015 and 2021
which added the Gakkel Ridge,
Russia’s claim conflicted with those
of Denmark and Canada, both of
which argued that the Lomonosov
Ridge is an extension of their own
continental shelves. However, in its
2023 report CLCS affirmed Russia's
claims to the Lomonosov and
Mendeleev Ridges but did not
recognize the Gakkel Ridge,
contested by Russia and Denmark,
as part of Russia’s continental shelf
The United States, while a
significant Arctic power, remains a
non-party to UNCLOS,
complicating its ability to assert
claims through the CLCS. The said
complication arises as a
consequence to the non-accession
to the treaty which has also led to
Russia and China openly rejecting
the ECS claim made by the United
States on December 19, 2023 .
However, the United States
continues to conduct extensive
geological research under the
Arctic Council framework to assert
de facto sovereignty over
geopolitically strategic areas, in
addition to being a resource trove,
the US also considers the Arctic
area to be of military significance
as outlined by this Department of
Defense report on Arctic strategy.
Beyond territorial competition,
these disputes highlight broader
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Upcoming Activities

Challenges Facing Judges,
Lawyers, and Human Rights
Defenders in Ecuador

This webinar by American Bar
Association explores the
challenges faced by the judiciary
and human rights defenders in
Ecuador and suggests how
individuals and international
organizations can support. For
more information, view here.

NLIU-International Trade Law
Journal (Volume IV)- Call for
Papers:

The journal invites submissions on
contemporary topics in
International Trade Law and
related disciplines. The deadline
for the submission is January 31,
2025 (11:59 PM IST). For more
information, view here.
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https://www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/rus01_rev15/2015_08_03_Exec_Summary_English.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/submissions_files/rus01_rev15/ADD1.pdf
https://www.ejiltalk.org/recommendations-on-the-russian-federations-proposed-outer-continental-shelf-in-the-arctic-area/
https://www.ejiltalk.org/recommendations-on-the-russian-federations-proposed-outer-continental-shelf-in-the-arctic-area/
https://www.ejiltalk.org/the-united-states-extended-continental-shelf-and-its-obligations-under-article-82-of-unclos/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/ECS_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.state.gov/announcement-of-u-s-extended-continental-shelf-outer-limits-2/
https://media.defense.gov/2024/Jul/22/2003507411/-1/-1/0/DOD-ARCTIC-STRATEGY-2024.PDF
https://www.americanbar.org/events-cle/mtg/web/447195334/
https://www.livelaw.in/pdf_upload/call-for-papersnliu-itljbrochure-577780.pdf
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Impact Assessment Reports
submissions to the arctic council
for approval for any proposed
activity to be undertaken. For
implementing said measures
something similar to the Madrid
Protocol can be adopted which will
temporarily halt resource mining,
pending the CLCS
recommendation of the disputed
area while still allowing scientific
research projects to be
undertaken. Post the CLCS
recommendation, states are free to
administer the territory as they see
fit due to the principle of
Permanent Sovereignty over
Natural Resources (PSNR), this will
at least ensure that states are
accountable for whatever activities
they undertake and any actions
over said territory will be
attributable and within the
purview of the various
environmental agreements the
states are a part of such as the
Paris Agreement. A notable
example of this is the Norway
incident wherein they approved
deep sea mining within their
territory by way of legislation but
due to internal as well as
international pressure reversed the
decision. Further upon adoption of 
the disputed territory by any State
the indigenous people of the arctic
residing in said territory will have a 

15 December2024 - 31 December 2024

Upcoming Activities

European Society of International
Law 20th Annual Conference

Call for Abstracts (Deadline:
January 31, 2025) – The theme of
the conference “Reconstructing
International Law,” marks the
UN’s 80th anniversary and looks
at the 2030 deadline for the
Sustainable Development Goals.
This theme offers an opportunity
for creatively analyzing various
legal regimes and encourages
interdisciplinary approach with
political science, history, and
sociology. For more information,
view here.
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greater influence on the
administration of the territory
owing to the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). A
notable example of the same is
demonstrated by the Finnmark  
Act passed in Norway which gives
the Sami people a significant say in
the management of their lands
through a joint land board which
balances industrial development
with environmental interests as the
livelihood of the Sami people
which is reindeer herding is
intrinsically linked to
environmental conservation. While
the act has its own limitations it is
nevertheless a step in the right
direction with a positive impact on
the future of Arctic governance. As
nations continue to submit and
revise ECS claims, the legal gap
created by the same warrants
enhanced cooperation. The duality
between the legal rigidity of
UNCLOS and the cooperative spirit
of the Arctic Council highlights a
critical gap in Arctic governance.
Without stronger and more
efficient mechanisms for dispute
resolution and resource
management, the region risks
becoming a stage for geopolitical
rivalries fueled by climate change
and resource competition. 

https://www.ats.aq/e/protocol.html
https://www.ats.aq/e/protocol.html
https://legal.un.org/avl/ha/ga_1803/ga_1803.html
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2024/12/17/news/norway-mining-arctic-ocean
https://www.esil2025.de/callforpapers
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://lovdata.no/dokument/NLE/lov/2005-06-17-85
https://lovdata.no/dokument/NLE/lov/2005-06-17-85
https://lovdata.no/dokument/NLE/lov/2005-06-17-85
https://www.laits.utexas.edu/sami/diehtu/siida/herding/herding-nr.htm

